Fluid aspirated from the anterior chamber and fluid drained from the conjunctival sac during 101 extracapsular cataract operations was examined for bacterial con tamination. Bacteria were grown by enrichment culture from the conjunctival sac of 90 eyes and from the anterior chamber aspirate of 29 eyes. Conjunctival fluid, stained with fluorescein, was demonstrated to flow into the anterior chamber during the aspiration stage of extracapsular cataract extraction and during intraocular lens implantation. It is suggested that this fluid from the conjunctival sac, contaminated with bacteria, routinely enters the anterior chamber during extracapsular cataract extraction and is the likely source of some cases of post-operative endophthalmitis.
Materials and Methods
One hundred and one consecutive patients undergoing routine uncomplicated extracap sular cataract extraction with posterior cham ber lens implantation were included in the first stage of the study. None of the patients had (Table II) .
Bacteriological Methods
None of the organisms were multiply resistant to antibiotics.
Contamination of anterior chamber fluid from conjunctival fluid
Intermittent jets of fluorescein stained fluid were noted to enter the anterior chamber during aspiration in all ten patients during the irrigation aspiration procedure. (Figure) .
These were associated with active aspiration and were in some cases associated with slight anterior chamber shallowing. The site of entry was usually alongside the cannula but was also seen at other points of the wound. Fluorescein stained fluid was also seen to enter the anterior chamber during intraocular lens implantation.
Discussion
It has been shown that the conjunctiva of patients undergoing cataract surgery is heav ily contaminated with bacteria. 
